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In a world and time that mirrors our own, we are introduced to 
June (40s) and her daughter Matilda (12 going on 30). 

As June did with her own mother, she and Matilda are dwelling in 
a secluded house in the forest - a  structure that exists outside of 
town for one purpose and one purpose only: to prepare young 
girls for the imminent arrival of The Fog. 

Story



This menacing and inescapable mist makes itself known just after a girl gets her “womanhood”. 
Unlike her mother, however, June intends to teach Mathilda how to fight The Fog. 



But has she done enough before the first drop of blood calls the Fog forth?



June



Matilda



Theme
Using the eerie and all consuming presence of a thick ominous fog, this film 
draws parallels between a mother’s desire to protect her child from the threat of 
a menacing force of nature, and the desire to protect her child from the 
menacing effects of objectification. Embracing the knowledge that our value, as 
females, changes the minute we are sexualized, this film speaks to the very real 
fear a mother faces when they must release their daughters to face the world as 
young women, in hopes they will know their worth - not by how the world defines 
them, but from the instilled cognizance that lies within. 



Location



Color Schemes & Lighting  
EXTERIORS: Cold, grays and blues with hints of green plant life. The sun never seems to be out or directly visible. 



Color Schemes & Lighting 
INTERIORS: Warm to contrast the blue hues of the outside that peep through the windows. Inside the house it 
is safe, but not cheerful.. There is a soft glow from light sources within. 



The Team

South Carolina Native, 
Austin Smoak, has shot 
everything from independent 
features and television to 
documentaries and music videos. 
Her most recent work includes 
projects for Vice, PBS, MTV, 
Comedy Central and Showtime. 
She has been nominated several 
times for “Best Cinematography” 
for her work on the series L.A. 
Macabre, including a nomination 
bid for a DAYTIME EMMY in 2021. 
Austin has also produced several 
projects, including the award 
winning TV Series, Vampires: New 
Orleans.

AUSTIN SMOAK
Producer / Cinematographer

www.austinleesmoak.com DESIRÉE ABEYTA
Writer / Director

Desirée Abeyta is a Telly 
Award winning actor, filmmaker, 
and producer, known for exploring 
social and feminist themes 
through a magical lens.  Her debut 
short film, An Invitation to Tea, 
was one of 5 recipients of the 
“Inwood Artworks Filmmaker 
Grant” in 2019 and has since 
received several awards including: 
multiple Audience Choice, Best 
New Director, and Excellence in 
Filmmaking awards at various 
festivals. She has been described 
as a strong visual artist drawn to 
diverse and engaging storytelling. 
She currently moonlights as a 
creative producer with Vox Media.

www.desireeabeyta.com

https://austinleesmoak.com/resume
http://www.desireeabeyta.com


PAIGE DAVIS
Producer / “June”

Known mostly for her work as an on screen personality, 
Paige Davis is actually an incredibly talented actress. Emmy 
nominated for being the spunky, lovable host of OWN’s 
Home Made Simple in addition to TLC’s Trading Spaces, 
Paige's career stretches beyond the world of TV with an 
extensive resume on the Broadway stage (Chicago, 
BoingBoing, Beauty & the Beast - to name a few). 

Paige has appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show, The 
Tonight Show, The Today Show, The View, The Dr. Phil Show, 
The Wayne Brady Show, The Martha Stewart Show, and 
many others. She is excited to venture in to more television 
and film roles, showcasing more of her talent to her 
extensive fan base.

The Team



Summary: A disheartened Millennial is encouraged to reconnect with the magical stories of her youth when she returns to 
her childhood home after the death of her grandfather.

Directed by D. Abeyta / Cinematography by A. Smoak
Genre: Magical Realism / Family Drama
Run Time: 15 minutes

VIEW FILM
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Desiree’s Narrative Directing Reel

Previous WorkPrevious Work

AN INVITATION TO TEA

Summary: A disheartened Millennial is encouraged to reconnect with the magical stories of 
her youth when she returns to her childhood home after the death of her grandfather.

Directed by D. Abeyta / Cinematography by A. Smoak
Genre: Magical Realism / Family Drama
Run Time: 15 minutes
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https://vimeo.com/518202515/c1b8cefa14
https://austinleesmoak.com/work
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/700378664
https://vimeo.com/518202515/c1b8cefa14


Tell your daughters:
They inherited their ancestors souls in their smiles.

That their eyes carry countries that breathed life into history.
That the swing of their hips does not determine their destiny. 

- Nikita Gill


